
 
Meeting 2015 April 13

COUNCIL REPORT

 
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

 
HIS WORSHIP, THE MAYOR 
AND COUNCILLORS 
 
SUBJECT: MOTION 547 AFFORDABLE HOUSING STRATEGY  
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1.      THAT  Council support Dr. Kennedy Stewart, MP Burnaby-Douglas’ Motion 547 to 
Parliament regarding an affordable housing strategy, as outlined in this report. 

2.      THAT  a copy of this report be sent to Dr. Kennedy Stewart, MP Burnaby-Douglas, and 
Darin Froese and  Carolyn Orazietti, Co-Chairs, Burnaby Task Force on Homelessness. 

 
REPORT 

 
The Planning and Development Committee, at its meeting held on 2015 March 31, received the 
attached correspondence from Darin Froese and Carolyn Orazietti, Co-Chairs, Burnaby Task Force 
on Homelessness requesting Council support for Dr. Kennedy Stewart, MP Burnaby-Douglas’ 
Motion 547 to Parliament on an affordable housing strategy. 

 
In November 2014, Dr. Stewart presented the motion to Parliament requesting the federal 
government work in collaboration with the provinces, territories, municipalities, Aboriginal 
communities, and housing providers to establish, develop, and implement an affordable housing 
strategy that: 
 

a) affirms that access to adequate housing is a fundamental right of all Canadians, as guaranteed 
by the United Nations’ Universal Declaration of Human Rights; 

b) provides financial assistance, without discrimination, to those who are otherwise unable to 
afford adequate and secure housing; 

c) ensures that the cost of housing does not compromise an individual’s ability to meet other 
basic needs, including food, clothing, healthcare, and education; 

d) maintains and expands direct federal investments in social housing, including not-for-profit 
cooperatives, in order to increase the supply of low-income housing, preserve rent subsidies, 
and provide funds for renovations and maintenance; 

e) sets targets and objectives to prevent, reduce, and end homelessness, particularly among 
vulnerable populations, with clear timelines and accountability measures; 

f) examines and addresses the potential impact of investor speculation and housing vacancies 
on the high price of real estate in urban markets; and 

g) takes into account the unique needs and housing priorities of different regions, including 
British Columbia. 
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Arising from discussion, the Committee requested that Council support Dr. Stewart’s motion to 
Parliament urging the federal government to work in collaboration with all levels of government, 
Aboriginal communities and housing providers to establish, develop and implement an 
Affordable Housing Strategy. 

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Councillor C. Jordan 
Chair 
 
Councillor D. Johnston 
Vice Chair 
 
Councillor S. Dhaliwal 
Member 

Copied to: City Manager 
      Deputy City Managers 
                  Director Planning and Building 
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