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INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM

TO: CHAIR AND MEMBERS DATE: 07 November 2017
COMMUNITY HERITAGE COMMISSION
FROM: REBECCA PASCH FILE: 2410-20
CITY ARCHIVIST Reference: Community Heritage
Commission
SUBJECT:

COMMUNITY HERITAGE COMMISSION MEETING HELD ON
2017 SEPTEMBER 07
RE: HERITAGE BURNABY WEBSITE — ARCHIVES RESPONSE

Arising from the last Community Heritage Commission meeting held on 2017 September 07, the
Administrative Officer provided the following memo on 2017 September 08:

At the Community Heritage Commission Open meeting held on 2017 September 07, staff
provided a presentation and a demonstration of Council records on the Heritage Burnaby
website (www.heritageburnaby.ca).

Arising from the discussion, Councillor Dhaliwal noted that reference should be made on
the website to records from 1892 to 1894 destroyed by fire, to document the beginning of
Burnaby’s history.

Staff advised that a research was done previously, and there are some newspaper articles
from 1891 to 1894 which could be included as records on the website.

In response, last month, Archives staff completed the work of referencing early records through

the use
pdf:

of the ‘News’ item feature, the ‘Research’ page, the ‘Search Results’ page, and a new

Follow this link (or see attached screenshot) to view the ‘News’ item on Heritage
Burnaby that provides a brief history of the Great Fire in New Westminster and its impact
on the City of Burnaby’s early records: https://heritageburnaby.ca/news/explore-the-
early-years-of-burnabys-incorporation/

Follow this link and click on ‘Council Minutes & Council Reports’ (or see attached
screenshot) to view the description of all Council records on Heritage Burnaby from the
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‘Research’ page, explaining which Council records are missing and why:
https://heritageburnaby.ca/research/

e Follow this link (or see attached screenshot) to see what happens when you search for
Council minutes under the years 1892 and 1893:
https://search.heritageburnaby.ca/list?q=year%3A%5B1892+TO+1893%5D&src_facet=
Council+Minutes&p=1&ps=50

o Follow this link to view the pdf (or see attached screenshot) that explains why 1892 and
1893 Council records are unavailable. This pdf is attached to the description for 1892 and
1893 Council minutes:
https://search.heritageburnaby.ca/media/Hpo/ Data/ CouncilMinutesAndReports/Unrestr
icted/1892-1893-Council.pdf

The work of including newspaper articles from 1891 to 1894 as records on the website is in the
early planning stages as a joint initiative with the Planning Department.

Respectfully submitted,
N I~

Rebecca Pasch
City Archivist
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The City of Burnaby Archives does not hold Council records for 1882-1803. The
24-Mar-1884 Council minutes are the sarliest Council records in our holdings.

In the early years of Burnaby's incorporation, the Municipal councit met for its
weekly meetings in some rather unusual places, like the Tram Station, local
schools and private homes.

There was no permanent and secure place in Burnaby where official records
could be housed. To remedy this situation, in March 1898. the Municipal
Councit authorized the purchase of a large safe that couid hold all the records
and would be housed in a municipal building in New Westminster.

Six months later a devastating fire destroyed the entire downtown section of
New Westminster. Unfortunately, the minute books from 1892-1893 were
destroyed compiletely and the others were thought to be lost or destroyed as
well, In October of 2004 the British Cofumbia Archives in Victoria
miracufously found the 1894-1898 records in their holdings and donated them
to the City of Burnaby where they went through immediate conservation
treatment.
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