City of Meeting 2018 Sep 05
COMMITTEE REPORT

TO: CHAIR AND MEMBERS DATE: 2018 August 28
SUSTAINABLE CITY ADVISORY
COMMITTEE

FROM: DIRECTOR ENGINEERING

SUBJECT: CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE
PROTECTION OF FUR-BEARING ANIMALS

PURPOSE: To respond to the Committee’s request to review and report on the
correspondence from the Association for Protection of Fur-Bearing
Animals.

RECOMMENDATION:
1.  THAT the Committee receive this report for information.
REPORT
1.0 INTRODUCTION

On 2018 June 12, the Sustainable City Advisory Committee received correspondence
from The Association for the Protection of Fur-Bearing Animals regarding the use of a
cuff-trap in Burnaby. The Association requested that consideration be given to a bylaw
setting out additional rules for the use of such traps in the community.

Arising from discussion, the Committee adopted a motion that the correspondence be
referred to staff for review and preparation of a report for information. This report
responds to that request, and summarizes wildlife management responsibility and
trapping regulations within the provincial context.

2.0 DISCUSSION
2.1 Provincial Regulation

In BC, hunting and trapping is managed, regulated and enforced by the BC Ministry of
Environment under the Wildlife Act, and the Fur Management Program. Trappers are
regulated provincially and licenced as part of this program. Trappers are required to
follow provincial standards, legislation and regulations and to complete the BC Trapper
Education course.



To: Sustainable City Advisory Committee

From:  Director Engineering

Re: CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE
ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROTECTION OF
FUR-BEARING ANIMALS

2018 AUGUSE 28 ..o Page 2

In BC, wildlife can be trapped to provide relief from nuisance situations by all
landowners, managers, renters or occupiers of all lands. Wildlife can only be trapped
by a licensed trapper. According to the Agreement on International Humane Trapping
Standards (AIHTS) to which Canada is party, all wildlife must be humanely and lawfully
trapped. The AIHTS evaluates traps for specific species on an ongoing basis. Traps
must meet performance thresholds to be eligible for certification. Since the AIHTS
came into effect in 1999, BC has made numerous regulatory changes to ensure only
certified traps are considered legal for those species listed in the AIHTS.

According to the BC Trapping Regulations, trapping is not permitted on private property
without a trapping licence and without the written permission of the property owner. In
addition, there are restrictions on the types and sizes of traps that can be used where
traps are used within 200 metres of a residence.

2.2 Burnaby Bylaw

in the City of Burnaby, trapping is not permitted on Park property according to the
Burnaby Parks Regulation Bylaw 1979, Section 4:

No person shall molest, disturb, frighten, injure, trap or snare any bird or
animal, or fish in any lake or stream in any park without the special
permission of the Administrator.

This bylaw language is common in municipal Parks bylaws throughout the lower
mainland and in Metro Vancouver Regional Parks.

The City of Burnaby manages wildlife in a limited context related to health and safety,
and impacts to City infrastructure.

2.3 Public Education

The Conservation Officer Service and the British Columbia Conservation Foundation
have developed a public educational program called WildSafeBC. This program
provides online resources as well as downloadable brochures on co-existing with
wildlife. An example of one of these brochures is included as an aftachment. A link to
wildsafebc.com is available on the City of Burnaby website.
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3.0 CONCLUSION

The correspondence from The Association for the Protection of Fur-Bearing Animals
requested that consideration be given to a bylaw setting out additional rules for the use
of traps in Burnaby. As outlined in Section 2, trapping regulation, licencing and
enforcement as well as education is managed by the BC Ministry of Environment under
the Wildlife Act and these regulations are updated to conform to AIHTS standards. As
such, it is not recommended that Burnaby pursue any additional bylaws.

Leon A. Gous. P.Eng.,MBA
DIRECTOR ENGINEERING

SR/ac
Attachment

Copied to: City Manager
Director Corporate Services
Director Parks, Recreation and Cuitural Services
Director Planning and Building
City Clerk
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