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Doris Poon and Mario Lam

5127 Mckee Street Burnaby

BC V5] 2T5

Board of Variance

City of Burnaby 4949 Canada Way
Burnaby B.C.

November 5, 2019

Subject: Variance Request for 5837/5839 Bryant Street

Dear Board Members,

We are writing this letter to ask for your support of our variance application submitted for the
proposed construction of our house at 5837/5839 Bryant Street. We are asking for the approval
of the home to build on the existing grade. This means that we need a variance of 3.4 feet on the
building height.

Background

We have owned the above property for over 20 years with the goal to build a new home that can
be enjoyed for many years to come. The existing grade of the home has about 5 steps from the
sidewalk which is consistent with the surrounding properties. Because of the slope of the
property and the existing bylaws by which average grade is measured, the plan for the new build
will require sinking the building lower and digging down 3.4 feet in order to comply with the
bylaws regarding the maximum height.

Rationale for Variance Request

Our current home (which we have lived in for 30+ years) is also on a slope. There are 14 steps at
the front and 10 steps in the back to get to the home. We enjoy our current home but we know it
won’t work for the future. Because of all of these steps, our parents who have difficulty walking
can no longer visit us. It is therefore a major consideration for us to build a new home that is
easily accessible after we retire and will allow our parents to feel safe when coming over to

visit. The new design will force us to dig deeper and add a significant number of stairs

to enter the property which will be problematic and possibly unsafe in the future. This will make
it unlikely that our family members who are mobility impaired will be able to enter the home
easily or live with us in the future if necessary.

As a member of our family is 6’5" tall, the architect suggests that a comfortable ceiling height
for him is a minimum of 9 feet. It is necessary so that he doesn’t hit his head on the shower head
or closet door etc. For head clearance and comfort, an individual living in the space should not



be able to reach the ceiling with his hand. Ideally, the new home would have 9 feet ceiling
heights on both floors. To try to conform to the height restriction of the bylaws, we have changed
the upper floor ceiling height already to 8 feet but it is essential to keep the main living space

to 9 feet for the comfort and safety of our family living in the home.

As this is a corner property with many tall trees (some are over 30 feet and we love our trees) on
the property, building a new home based on the existing grade will not affect neighboring
properties or block any views. If this variance request is granted, it will bring our roof line to the
same height as our neighbours as opposed to being lower than theirs if we are forced to sink the
house deeper.

Because of the slope to the property, there is quite a bit of underground water going through the
existing home on Bryant Street. The old house was flooded many times. We are concerned that

digging deeper into the ground will mean more water flowing through. The architect shares the

concern and supports the design.

In order for the property to conform to the neighboring properties, the front yard of the new
home is set back further than the minimum requirement. For the same reason, since none of the
neighboring properties have sunk down as much, it will lock more uniform if our property

is built according to our proposed plan.

Closing remarks

We have been working hard for this future dream home. We have lived in Burnaby for over 30
years and want to stay in the city when we retire. We are asking to grant our variance as it will
maintain the same roof height as the rest of the neighbourhood while improving the accessibility
and function of our home. It is important for us to have a home that our parents can visit and our
daughters and their families can enjoy for many years. It is not an option to sell and buy another
property given the tax implication and the costs of buying and selling. We hope you will find that
the proposed design is very much in keeping with the character of the neighborhood and grant
our application. Thank you for your consideration.

AN




City of

Burnaby

BOARD OF VARIANCE REFERRAL LETTER

DATE: November 11, 2019 L. L
This is pot an application.

DEADLINE: November 12, 2019 for the December 05, 2019 hearing. e (o S e

APPLICANT NAME: Ken Wong to the Clerk’s office

(zround floor) when you
APPLICANT ADDRESS: 8419 Laurel Street Vancouver, BC V6P 3V4 | e vour Board of

TELEPHONE: 778-957-1228 Variance application.

PROJECT

DESCRIPTION: New Two Family Dwelling with Detached Garages

ADDRESS: 5837/5839 Bryant Street

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: LOT: A DL: 93 PLAN: NWP16731

Building Permit applicaion BLD19-00538 will be denied by the Building Departiment because the design is not in
compliance with Burnaby Zoning Bylaw No. 4742:

Zone R4 / Sections 104.7(2)(h)
COMMENTS;:

The applicant proposes to build a new two family dwelling with detached garages. In order 1o allow the Building
Permit application to proceed, the applicant requests that the following variance be granted:

1) To vary Section 104.7(2)(b) — “Height of Principal Building. Two-family Dwellings” of the Zoning Bylaw
requirement for the maximum building height from 7.62m (25.00 teet) to 8.65m (28.40 feet). The
applicability of this variance, if granted. is limited to the scope of the proposal shown on the attached plans.

Notes:. 1. The applicant recognizes that should the project contain additional characteristics in
contravention of the Zoning By-liw, a fiture appeal(s) may be required.
2. All new principal building projections into the resulting reguired vards will confornt to the
requirements of Section 6.12,
3. Fences and retaining walls will conform to the requirements of Section 6.14.

LM
KA~ AU AN v

Peter Kushnir
Deputy Chief Building Inspector

4949 Canada Way, Burnaby, BC V5G 1M2 = Telephone 604-294-7130 Fax 604-294-7986 = www . burnaby.ca
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