


 
 

 

 

September 10, 2019 

 

 

Erin Meyers 

Permit Masters 

999 W Broadway  

Vancouver, British Columbia 

 

 

City of Burnaby, BC 

Board of Variance 

 

 

Re: 7918 Nelson Ave, Burnaby  

 
 
Dear Board Members 
 
Permit Masters was retained by the homeowners of the above noted address to assist with the 
preparation of the required drawings and management of the permit process for a proposed 
secondary suite.  The home is a single level home above grade with a basement level that is 
partially above grade at the rear of the house due to the grades sloping towards the back of the 
property.  The front door of the home faces Portland Street at the north side of the property and 
the home has an existing single car garage located at the south side of the home with access to 
Nelson Avenue at the west side of the home. The property is currently zoned Residential District 
(R2) 
 

 
 



The property is proposed to be used as a Single family dwelling with a secondary suite. As per the zoning 
bylaw a single family dwelling with a secondary suite should provide one independant parking space for 
each dwelling unit when possible. We are seeking a variance to the parking requirements as only 1 parking 
space in the existing garage meets the requirements of the zoning bylaw and additional parking space do 
not meet the minimum requirements. 
 
The parking requirement for the Single family dwelling and Secondary suite is established in Section 800.4 
(1a) : 
 

Single family dwelling with secondary suite - 1 independently accessible parking space for 
each dwelling unit. The Director Planning and Building may waive the requirement for a 
second parking space where the single family dwelling was constructed before January 1, 2014 
and the Director Planning and Building is satisfied that it is not feasible to create a second 
parking space on the property. (B/L No. 13258-14-01-27) 

 
The existing building was built in 1958 with a single parking space in an attached garage. With the existing 
lot coverage, building setbacks, layout of the property and orientation of the garage, an additional parking 
space could not be accomodated on the site.  
 

 
 
Given the grading of the site it would not be possible to widen the existing concrete driveway to create a 
second parking space without the addition of extensive retaining walls and removal of mature trees along 
the driveway. 
 

 



 
Enlarging the existing garage would require the reduction of living space and create unreasonable cost to 
the owner of the property.  
 
The existing driveway has been used as a second parking space and can continue to operate as such. 
Tandem parking may not meet the zoning requirements but can be used effectively by the residents. 
Because of the small scale of the proposal it is possible for the resident to coordinate the use of the tandem 
parking. 
 
We also note that the property is located on a corner and that street parking is available along the property.  
 

 
 

The property was originally approved with a carport. The carport has been upgraded and 
enclosed. The upgrade from a carport to a garage never received approval and the setback to the 
side property line requires a variance to the zoning bylaw. The required setback is 3.5 metres and 
current setback is 1.7 metres to 1.91 metres. 
 

 
 
The addition of a wall to the carport does not change the interface between the parking and the 
neighbours to the south. The south façade of the garage is facing the blank side façade of the 
property to the south. The garage does not obstruct the visibility or reduce the enjoyment of the 
property to the south. Furthermore, because of existing vegetation, the garage has limited visual 
impact on the public realm. 
 



It is our opinion that the required variance will not create impacts on the surrounding properties 
and that alternative will create hardship to the owner of the property.  Additionally, we have 
obtained a letter from the property owner to the south of the subject property, this letter indicates 
that they do not have any concerns with the garage or the setbacks. 
 
Sincerely,  

 

 

 

___________________ 
Erin Meyers 
Senior Team Lead 

Permit Masters 
P) 604-628-9880 ext. 208 
erin@@permitmasters.ca 
 










