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TO: CHAIR AND MEMBERS 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

FROM: DIRECTOR • PUBLIC SAFETY AND 
COMMUNITY SERVICES 

SUBJECT: ILLICIT USE OF FIREWORKS 

!ATTACHMENT 1 j 

Mff11ng 2020 .,_, 22 

Committee REPORT 

DATE: 2020 Jan 13 

PURPOSE: To provide information to the Committee regarding the nature and 
frequency of the illicit use of fireworks. 

RECOMMEHDAfiON$: 

1. THAT Public Safety Committee receive this report for Information purposes. 

2. THAT a copy of this report be forwarded to Holy McCallum and Nikolay and 
Elena Pashenkov. 

REPORT 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Correspondence (Attachment 1 and 2) has been received from Burnaby residents 
regarding the noise and disturbance associated with the illicit use of firew0fks, particularly 
on Halloween. The correspondence requests consideration for City bylaws to be 
amended to further restrict or prohibtt the possession and use of fireworks in Burnaby. 

This report provides information regarding the current City bylaw surrounding the use of 
fireworks and the number and nature of calls for selVlce received and responded to by 
City emergency services related to the use of fireworks. 

2.0 POLICY SECTION 

Goal 
• A Safe Communtty 

o Crime prevention and reduction - Ensure cit izens and businesses feel safe in 
our community 

o Emergency services - Provide responsive emergency services 
o Transportation safety- Make City streets, pathways, trails and sidewalks safer 
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o Community amenity safety - Maintain a high level of safety in City buildings 
and facilities for the public and City staff 

3.0 BACKGROUND 

The regulation of fireworks is problematic due to the hazardous nature of the product 
along with theirtransient use. These issues are exacerbated annually on Halloween when 
the use of firewor1<s is particularly intensified and the potential for public nuisance 
increases significantly. It was with these factors in mind, that Counci supported the 
amendment ol the Fire Services Bylaw in 2016 (sections 40 to 45 - Attachment 3) to 
prohibit any person selling or offering for sale f11eworks in Burnaby (Council Report 2016 
JIJne 13 -Attachment 4). 

The Fire Services Bylaw does however perml the discharge of High Hazard and Low 
Hazard (as defined by the E"l)losive Ragula/ions under the Explosives Act) fireworks w ith 
restrictions on public property, and Low Hazard fireworks on private property with 
restrictions, some of which include: 

Year 

201!> 

2016 

2017 
2018 

~2019 

Publlc Property - fireworks may be discharged with a permit from the Fire Chief. 
The permits can be issued for any date throughout the year and the following table 
provides the number of permits issued over the past five years. Of note is that 
there have been no permits issued for public property on Halloween. There are 
two category of permits available: 

1) High Hazard-by an individual at least 16 years of age holding a valid firewof1ts 
supttrVisors card who provides the Fire Chief with a stte map showing where 
the fireworks will be used and stored, location of fire extinguishers and provides 
proof of insurance. 

2) Low Hazard - by an individual at least 18 years of age under terms and 
conditions the Fire Chief may specify. 

Fireworks Permits Issued by the Burnaby Fire Depar1mer1 

Low High 
Total Halloween Hazard Hai:ard 

2 3 6 
0 (1 ei,rmit with no Indication of hazard level) I 

3 3 7 0 (1 permit with no indication of hazard level) - -2 1 3 0 
2 1 3 0 
2 1 3 --

' 0 
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Private Property- low hazard fireworks may only be set off°' discharged without 
a permit on October 31" by a person who is at least 18 years of age and with the 
consent of the owner. The Fire Chief may issue a permit f0< a special occasion 
other than October 31" under temis and conditions the Fire Chief may specify. 

4.0 CALLS FOR SERVICE 

The iliclt use and discharge of fireworks throughout the year (including Halloween) results 
in calls for seNice to Ctty emergency services, particularly to the RCMP. The fireworks 
complaints are received from the public as either the illicit use of lirew011<s, or initially as 
complainls of "gunshots" which are then later detem,ined to be fireworks. These 
•gunshots" calls are particularly troublesome as the vast majority are determined to be 
the result of fireworks, however are lnltlally responded to on an urgent priority basis given 
the nature of the complaint. The Burnaby Fire Department also receives and responds to 
a mrnberof firework complaints related to fire safety issues, pre<lominantty on Halloween. 

As noted in the table below, the frequency and nature of firework complaints received by 
City emergency services has been decreasing steadily since the ban on firework sales in 
2016. Of further note, only one charge resulted from all the complaints received in the 
previous five years. The transient and brief nature of an illicit firework event combined 
with the significant investigative time required to identify the responsible individual, locate 
and inteNlew witnesses, gather evidence, etc. Is not an effective use of police resources 
securing charges on a violation of this nature. Any additional pollce time spent on the 
further investigation of fireworks offences would take away time spent on other pressing 
matters and proactive actions. 

Fireworks Complaints received by Burnaby RCMP 

Year Total Complaints Complaints on Halloween Attended Charges Oct 15 to Nov 15 

2015 26 11 26 1 
2016 99 37 99 0 ! 2017 71 26 71 0 
2016 65 26 65 0 

I 2019 59 23 - - 59 0 . 
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Fnworks Complaints received by Burnaby Fire Department 

Year 
Total Complaints 

Complaints on Halloween Attem:!ec Charges Oct 15 to Nov 15 

2015 3 0 3 0 
2018 2 2 . 

2 0 
2017 5 3 I 5 0 
2018 6 3 e 0 
2019 1 1 ' 1 0 

5.0 SUMMARY 

The iNicit use of fireworks is an issue that continues to be experienced by all lower 
mainland communities to varying degrees which has resulted in a variety of fireworks 
regulations (Attachment 5). In addfflon. as noted In this report, enforcement actions are 
difficult not only due to the transient nature of illicit fireworks use but also the significant 
and inappropriate amount of potice resources required to Investigate and charge 
individuals for fireworks offences. 

Any further bytaw amendments to further restrict the possession and/or use of fireworks, 
would not be the best use of police resources to enforce and gain compliance. The 
prohibition of fireworl!s sales hH continued to gpread throughout the region and the 
number of calls for service related to fireworks in Burnaby has declined. thus addressing 
the desire to reduce the nuisance associated with IMlcit fireworks use. 

8,0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

It is recornmeJied that at this time no further bytaw amendments be considered and the 
Public SafetyCommittee receive this report for Information purposes and a copy of this 
report be fO,Warded to Holly McCallum and Nikotay and Elena Pashenkov. 

~""" • eomm,0"1S.M= 

Copied to: City Manager 
OIC RCMP &maby 
Fire Chief 
Director Corpora1e Services 
Director P11ming & Building 



CHAIR AND MEMBERSPUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Subject: ILLICIT USE OF FIREWORKS 

ITEM NO. 6(K), REPORTS, COUNCIL 2020 JANUARY 27 
2020 February 18 ............................................ Page 7 
 

 
 

To: Public Safety CommittH 
From: Oimclor • Public Safety and Community 

S.Mcts 
Re: F-• 
2020 Jan 22 ......................... .. .. .......... ..... ........ . .. . P* 5 

Attachments: 1 - Correspondence (Holly McCallum) 
2 - Correspondence (Nil<olay Pashenkov) 
3 - Bumaby Fire SeMces Bylaw (sections 40 to 45• 
4 - Council Report dated 2016 June 13 
5 - Comparable Municipal Fireworks Regulations 

I ATTACHMENT 1 cont.! 
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Section 3 Council Correspondence 2019.11 .14 

!ATTACHMENT 1 cont) 

CAUTtON! Th's email originated fron, ovtshM of lht orpni1.afon. Oonot dd: Inks« open attachments unl•.s:s 
you recognile the sender •nd know the content Ii safe. 

OHr Mayor and Council, 

LNiflS by Central Pa.r'k, the fireworks statt a week prior to HaWOWi!tn and continue for at least a week 
later• as I write this at 11:32 PM on November 5111

, there are fireworks goin_g off in Central Park. 

On Halloween niJht. tht conti.nual explosk>n of fweworb In Central Park was unacceptable. SSectp was 
d~turbtd untll 3:30 AM. Som• of the single fireworks sound like• bomb e,plodlng, and then other, ue 
continual for sevenil minutes, Ptts are frightened, not to m•ntion the park animal$ and birds settled for 
the nieht, 

TM Oty of Burnaby'$ rules art pathetic: 
FhworU on p,lv•,. prope,ry may only H ,., o" or dl.c~ on Ocrot,tr 31 Wffh th• conSt11t of the~ 
d (he pn:,pe,ry For tnM mtbmahOn on how yo c,n tnjoy a lun and ufe HaJ/(1ltl(fttl read OUt J.i,Ht>wo2n FmJwgrlu1 

No flrtworlct ,11.a ~ M olf o,-dltchMg,lld on pubic Pf't'IH,fty wlrttout • P'lfflllt lrom th• Fl,. Chief. 

fn discussion with the Ponce on Halloween niaht they were very frustrated H well with the problems of 
fireworks and the difficulty of stopping the:m "' such a large setting as Central Park. 
Plea.se follow the lea.d of tht Oty of Vancouver and bring to the next agenda discussion on banni"I the 
USE of fireworks In Burnaby. 

Each year I write this litter, and each year, this request Is Ignored. 
Hopefully, with Crty of Vancoover taking the lead, our City Council members will finally take the 
ffre'Worlu concerns of the dtlzens serlcusty. 

BeS-t reaud.s, 

HoUy McCollum -
Copied to: 
City Manager 
Dir. Corporate Services 
Dir. Public Safety and Community Services 
Fire Chief 
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.seclion 3 Council Corresponoence 2019.11.14 

ficm: Nikol.., hsh"'1kov 
5fflt: Friday, November 01, 20191:21 PM 
To; Clerks <C1el1(S@burnaby.ca> 
S.bje<t: loud fireworks in Burnaby Oct 31, 2019 

CAUTION: This em.ail originattd from outside ol the orginlzallon. Do not clck links or QPtn attathments unless 
~u recognbe tht stnder Md know the eonttt1t is safe. 

To Mayor and City Council, 

Hi, 
You may have alrelldy got a few letters from people in our building on Willingdon avenue about 
fi1<:worlcs last night. It's truly sad some people don1 realize how disturbing it is for others when 
they stan shooting fireworks at 12:30am. Not sure what exactly, but something needs to be done 
atout it. Probably some sort of ban for fireworks after maybe 11 :30pm? 

T\anlc you, 
Nick and Elena, 

Ccpied to: 
City Manager 
Dir. Corporate Services 
Dir. Public Safety and Communlly ServiCes 
Fire Chief 
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fire safety plan f°' the bulk storage facility. 

!ATTACHMENT 1 oonq 

39. The Fire Chief may order the owner of I bulk S1orage facility to upgr1clc tile Are 
detection Ind fire suppression systems Ill the bulk stor•gc facility in acc()(dance 
wi1h the directions and requirements of tile Fire Chief. 

FIREWORKS AND FIRECRACKERS 

40. No person shall use, cleton1te, explode, offer for sale, sell, or possess firecrackers. 

41. No person shill sell or offer fouale firewort<s. (Bylaw No. 13629) 

42. Except as provided in this 8yt1w, no person shall use, delonate, or discharge 
firewor1<s. (Byl1w No. 13629) 

43. (Bylaw No. 13629) 

( 1) Except as provided in subsection (3), fireWO(kS shall no1 be set off, 
clctonaled or discharged al any lime except on the 31• day of 
October. 

(2) It shall be lawful for apcnon who is al lel>I eighteen (18) ye•n of 
age to use, set ofT ()(discharge low haurd firewor1<s on priv11e 
property with 1hc consent of tile owner of 1he property. 

(3) The Fir,, Chief may issue a permit to a person who is at 1 ... ,1 
eighte<n (18) years o/'age 10 use. detonate or discharge low h121rd 
firewor1<s for a speci1I occasion 11 any time of lhc year othc< than 
,he~••• speclned In subSCClion (I) on such terms and condillons as the 
Fire Chief may specify. 

(4) No person shall set ofT or diseh•rse firewor1<son public property 
withoul a permit from the Fire Chief. 

(S) No person shall point or direct a firework at any person, anlm1l, 
mot()( vehicle, building°' imp,ovemcnt where such filtWOrk is in 
the process of eaploding O(dc1onating. and where the fircwoci< is 
capable of projecting or discharging a charge or pyrotechnic1l 
effect. 

(6) No person shall discharge a firework within thirty (30) meters of a 
gas station or service s,ation, lumber yard, p,opanc unk, or ocher 
location where flammable materi1ls are stored. 

(7) A local assistant under the Fin &rvicu Ac, ot I Peace Officer who 
ob$ervcs any contnvcntion oftllc requin:mcnts or subsection (I), 
(2), (•), (S). or (6) may confocate the f1tCWOrb, 

Dlsclalmer The Cnv of Ournal>y documents conr,,iu~ct In thio:: ,;.y~l,.in .,,,. r(I, conven,tncc 
reftrence only and 1hci, ac:cura-cy and ,u,rency i~ no1 gi.1uantced ·ro verify the accuracy and 
cu,ttney of chis information plea5c contact trx: L,ry of numaby at 6( .. l94-7290. 
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44. 

45. 

The Fire Chief may issue a pennil to a pcr>on to use, detonate or disehargo high 
haurd fireworks or indoor fireworks on such terms and conditions as the Fire 
Chief may specify, irthe permit applicant: 

(a) is at least 18 yem of age and holds a valid fl reworks supervisor card; 

(b) is the person who will supervise the use, delonation or diS<harge of the 
fireworks; 

(c) provides the Fire Chief a site map, accep1able to lhc Fire Chief, showing 
where me fireworks will be used and stored, and the location of fire 
cxtinguishen; and 

(d) provides to me Fire Chief proofofliability insurance covenoge for the use 
oflhe fireworks with limits and on 1erms as-ceptable 10 the Fire Chief. 

(I) No per>0n shall conduct a public pyrotechnics display without a permit 
from the Fire Chief. 

(2) A permit issued under subsection (I) shall be on such teffl\S and conditions 
1$ tlte Fire Chief may specify, including the attendance of members at the 
display for fire protection and emergency response. 

(3) No person shall conduct a name effects display before an 1udience 
without a plan and a representative dcmOfll tration approved by the foe 
Chief. 

FIRE HYDRANT STANDARDS 

46. All fire hydrants, including private hydrants. installed in the City shall·. 

(a) be a slide gate or compression type hydrant; 

(b) have IWO 65 mm hose outlets and one lOO mm pumper oudet; 

(c) have an internal main vit ve opening of not less than 11 S mm or I 0,000 
mm; 

(cl) have main opeming stem, hose and pumper outlet threads that conform to 
the British Columbia Stanclarcl fire hOsc thread for 65 mm Ore hose 
couplings and allied finings, with the threads of the I 00 mm pumper outlet 
having ano utside diameter ofl I S.625 mm and six threads per 25 mm; 

(e) be self draining; 

(I) have a clearance between the centre of the lowest outlet and the surface of 
the ground directly below of not less than 300 mm; 

Disclaimer The Cily c,I ~urnaby \iucurnc111s C~lnlilinl!%1 in lhi$ s.ys1c111 are for COf1•,~111tnce 
reference only and their accuracy and currency i$ rH't guaranteed. ·in verify the accu,acy and 
currency of this information please com.act the City of Burnaby al 604~294•7290. 
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COUNCIL REPORT 

TO: CITY MANAGER DATE, 2016 June 08 

FROM: DIRECTOR PLANNINO AND BUILDINO 
FIRECHIEF 

FILE: 42000 20 
Reft,.r,tt: ~ Tt11t A-""' 

SUBJECT: FIREWORKS SALES 

PURPOSE: To propose amendments to the Fire Services Bylaw to prohibil fireworks sales. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. THAT Counci.l authorize the City Solicitor to prepare the necessary bylaw 
amendments to the Fire Servioes Bylaw to prohibit fireworks sales, as outlined in 
Section 4.0 of this repon, for advancement to Council at a future date. 

2. TUA Ta copy of this repon be sent to previously licensed fireworks retailers, as 
listed in Appendix A, and that they be advised that Council will consider public 
comment on the proposed bylaw amendment following First Reading and prior to 
Second Reading. 

REPORT 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

At its meeting of2016 January 14, the Public Safety Committee received an informational report 
from the Fire Chief on the sale and use of fireworks in Burnaby. In the repon, it was noted that 
regulation of fireworks retailers is challenging due to the temporary nature of the use. 

This repon details those concerns and considers the implications of a ban on fireworks sales. It 
concludes by recommendil'\g that the Burnaby Fire Services Bylaw be amended 10 prohibit 
fi.reworlts sales. 

2.0 BACKGROUND 

2.1 FinworkJ Sales 

In Burnaby, the sale of consumer fireworks is .restricted to the week leadil'\g up to and including 
Hallo~. As such, fireworks sales are a temporary use that occurs either as a seasonal display 
in an existing retail outlet or as a "pop-up" establishmenl in a vacant commercial unit. During the 
2015 Halloween season, 14 existing retail establishments and 10 temporary vendors were 
licensed to sell fireworks. These outlets were distributed throughout the City, with many located 
along commercial thoroughfares, including Hastings Street, Edmonds Street and Sixth Street. A 
list of businesses licensed to sell fireworks last year is included as Appendix A. 
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2.2 Reau~tioa of Fireworks Sai.. in Burnaby 

The sale of fireworks is regulated specifically by the Fire Services Bylaw, and more generally by 
the Zoning Bylaw, the Sign Bylaw, and the Business Licence Bylaw. The Fire Services Bylaw 
provides detailed regulations fo, fireworks vendors, including type and quantity of fireworks, 
operating dales, display and storage, purchaser age, and safety provisions. The Zoning Bylaw 
regulates the location of fireworks vendors and provides conditions of use, dimensional 
standards, and parking and loading requirements. The Sign Bylaw regulates al I commercial 
signage, including for fireworks vendors. The Business Licence Bylaw regulates fireworks 
vendors as retail traders. Specific regulations that apply to fireworks are outlined below. 

Fire Services Bylaw 

The Fire Services Bylaw provides operating requirements for fireworks sales in Burnaby. It 
regulates the types of fireworks that may be sold, and provides standards for the safe display and 
handling of merchandise. The Bylaw also specifies that: 

• Fireworks sales arc limited to October 25 - October 31; 
• Purchasers must be at least 18 years old; and 
• Fireworks vendors must have a Fireworks Retailer Permit, issued by the Fire Chief, and a 

business licence. 

Sections 40 through 43 of the Fire Services Bylaw are attached for reference as Appendix B. 

Zoning Bylaw 

Under the Zoning Bylaw, fireworks sales arc considered "retail sales" or a "retail store that sells 
new or used goods." These use categories are allowed in the following zone districts: 

• CI Neighbourhood Commercial 
• C2 Community Commercial 
• C3 General Commercial 
• C4a Service Commercial 
• C8 Urban Village Commercial (Hastings) 
• C9 Urban Village Commercial 
• M3a Heavy Industrial District (as an accessory use to low hazard fireworks storage) 
• CD Comprehensive Development District based on any of the above 

Conditions of use vary by District, but all require the use to be within a completely enclosed 
~uildiuli Wld 10 be oriented 10 pedestrian needs and access. AS fireworks vendors t)'J>ically locate 
in existing buildings, dimensional requirements, such as building setbacks and height, generally 
do not apply. Parking is assessed at one space for every 28 m2 (301.40 ft2) of retail floor area or 
46m

2 
(495. 16 f\

2
) of gross floor area. The provisions of Seclion 6.7, which allow temporary 

buildings for a number of purposes, do not apply to fireworks vendors. 
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Sign Bylaw 

The Sign Bylaw regulates the location, size, and appearance of all signs in the City. The intent of 
the bylaw is to promote public safety and minimize visual nuisances. To ensure its requirements 
are met, the Sign Bylaw requires issuance of a permit for all signs with limited exceptior,s. The 
bylaw also restricts the location of signs. Temporary businesses such as fireworks vendors are 
subject to the requirements of the Sign Bylaw. 

Bwiness Licence Bylaw 

Fireworks vendors are considered ''retail traders" under the Business Licence Bylaw and are 
subject to the general provisions that apply to licensed businesses. The Bylaw contains no 
specific regulations for fireworks vendors. The annual business licence fee for "retail traders" is 
$426 for a new licence and $125 for a renowal. The licence must be issued on or before the first 
calendar Friday in October, to allow adequate time for Fire Department proccsslll! and 
inspections prior to issuance of the Fireworks Retailer Permit. 

2.3 Regulation of Fireworks Sales In Other Lower Mainland Municipalities 

A survey of 15 Metro Vancouver municipalities found that only five others - District of North 
Vancouver, Langley (Township), Port Moody, Vancouver, and District of West Vancouver -
allow fireworks sales. 

Similar to Burnaby, these municipalities limit sales to a one week period prior to Halloween and 
require vendors to obtain a Fire Department permit and a business licence. 

The following municipalities prohibit firell'orks sales: 

• C.oquitlam 
• Delta 
• Langley (City) 
• Maple Ridge 
• New Westminster 
• North Vancouver (City) 
• Pitt Meadows 
• Port Coquitlarn 
• Richmond 
• Surrey 

3.0 DISCUSSION 

3.1 Safety and Property Use Issues 

The standards governing fireworks sales respond to two main areas of concern: safety and 
property u~. The ha7Anious nat\lre of fireworks, combined with the transient nature of fuework3 
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sales, results in a regulatory dilemma in which enforcement of safety standards is both critical 
and difficult. In addition, the aggressive marketing employed by many fireworks outlets can 
decrease traffic safety and constitute a visual nuisance. 1be safety and property use issues 
sssociated with fireworks sales are discussed in tum below. 

The Fire Services Bylaw includes provisions to increase safety in fireworks outlets by reducing 
the potential for damage and iajury due to accidental combustion or product mishandling. It also 
endeavours to in=se consumer safety by limiting allowable fireworks to !hose that are defined 
as "low ha.zard" under the Explosives Regulations of the Explosives Act, and re.stricting purchaser 
age to 18 or older. In addition, application of general safety regulations, $'.l.Ch as BC Buildiug 
Code standards, is paramount given the hazardous nature of the product stored on site. 

However, the transient nature of fireworks sales makes enfon:ement of the necessary regulations 
difficult, both in communicating requirements. identifying violations and in following up with 
penalties. In Burnaby, some vendors have operated on a "guerrilla" basis, setting up shop 
without a business licence and without Fire Services inspection. Others have located their 
businesses in substandard buildings without proper electrical and other building pem,its, or 
installed makeshift signage that has collapsed or flown loose from the building. Those locations 
that undergo inspection can consume a significant amount of City resources. Follow-up 
enforcement activities require additional rcsowces and may not achieve compliance given the 
short time frame. 

Property Use 

Retail sale of fireworks is permitted only in the CI, C2, Cl, C4a, CB, and C9 Commercial 
Districts, and as an accessory use in conjunction with the storage of low hazard fireworks in the 
M3a Heavy Industrial District. As such, it is subject to the zoning regulations governing those 
Districts. In addition, fireworks vendors must obtain a business licence and a permit for any 
signage. The intent of these regulations is to ensure the compatibility of the use with the 
Sllrrounding neighbourhood and to prevent visual blight and other nuisances associated with 
excessive signage. 

The Sign Bylaw prohibits the types of aggressive signage often used by fireworks vendors, 
including flashing signs, portable signs, inflatable signs, revolving signs. banners and billboards. 
These signs may distract drivers, block sidewalks. overshadow the signage of neighbouring 
businesses, and generally diminish the attractiveness of the streetscape. Because they are 
unpermitted, these signs receive no inspection and may pose safety risks as noted above. 

As with tire and building regulations, enforcement of zoning and sign regulations is made more 
challenging by the temporary natwe of fireworks sales. This is particularly the case with 
temporary vendors, whose short tenure provides little incentive to comply with applicable 
regulations. 
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To: City M•""f" 
From: Director Pla.wtiflg and 8111/di"i and Fire Cltief 
Re: F;r~wortt Solu 

!ATTACHMENT 1 cont. ) 

20/6June8 ................................. ........................ ... ... Page S 

3.2 At<as to Fireworks 

Fireworks are haz.ardous and to many represent a nuisance. The sale of fireworks in Burnaby 
provides ready access to those rcsidcnLs who wish to purchase them and as such, enoounges 
their use. Although fireworks can be purchased in some neighbouring municipalities, the 
convenience of purchac;ine them ~rby, particule.rly on HaJJow.een, may contribute to grec.tc-r 
usage and associated hazards . 

•• 0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

As discussed above, fireworks sales pose a number of regulatory challenges due to the transience 
of the use and the hazardous nature of the produCL Fireworks sales do provide some additional 
revenue for retallers; however, given the numerous difficulties associated with fireworks sales, 
including public nuisance and safety hazards, and the amount of City resources spent on 
inspections and enforcement, a ban on sales would provide a greater benefit to the community. 

For all of dtcsc reason.s, staff recommends that the Fire Services Bylaw be amended to prohibit 
fireworks sales. It is recommended that these amendments become effective immediately upon 
adoption, in order to apply to the 2016 Halloween season. 

It is funber recommended that a copy of this report be sent to previously licensed fircworlcs 
retailers, as listed in App,11dix A, and that they be advised that Council will consider public 
comment on the proposed bylaw amendment following First Reading and prior to Second 
Reading. 

In addition, Section 59 of the Community Charier requires that proposed changes to a business 
regulation be published as a notification of intention prior to bylaw adoption. This notification 
provides an opportunity for those who consider that they are affected by the bylaw to make 
representation to Council. If Council adopts the staff recommendations and provides First 
Reading of the amending bylaw, notice will be published in a local newspaper to invite written 
comments for submission to Council prior to Second Reading. 

Although outside the scope of this report, in order to address hazard and nuisance concerns 
regarding fireworks use, it is recommended that options for fur1her regulation be considered and 
advanced, if advisable, in a future reporL 

5.0 CONCLUSION 

Regulation of firewori<s sales is problematic due to the hazardous nature of the product and the 
transient nature of the use. Firewori<s sales have resulted in numerous safety, property use, and 
nuisance issues, including unlicensed businesses; zoning and code violations; makeshift signs 
that have endangered public safety; and aggressive displays that have created visual nuisances. 
Given the limited time frame, enforcement of the necessary regulations is difficult, both in 
communicating requirements and identifying violations, as well as achieving compliance and 
following up widt penalties. It is therefore recommended that Council authorize the City 
Solicitor to prepare the necessary amendments to the Fire Services Bylaw to proltibit firewori<s 
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To: Ciry Manager 
Fr011t: DirecJOf' Plan"lng ond Bwlldbtg and Fire Cltit/ 

IA TT ACHMENT 1 cont. ! 
R1: Fir,wo,ks $ales 
1016 .,_ 8 ................................ ................................... Pogt 6 

sales, as outlined in Section 4.0 of this report, for advancement to Council at a future date. Ii is 
further recommended that a copy of this report be sent to previously licensed fireworks retailers, 
as listed in Appendix A, and that they be advised that Council will consider public comment on 
the proposed bylaw amendment following Fim Reading and prior to Second Reading. 

-:;?'.~~o-~ ~ ~~er, irector 
PLANNING AND BUILDING 

LF/sWsa 
Anocl-,1111' 

ec: Deputy City Manager 
Chief8uildina Inspector 
ChiefLietoce Inspector 
City SolicilOr 
CityClmc 

~6~ 
l'Oe Joe Robertson 

FIRECHJEF 
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Appendix A• Fin,worb retailen licensed in Burnaby, October 2015 
IATTXcAUeNf 1 cont I 

Address Existing T-porary 
retailer vendor 

!02 - 2900 Bainbridge A venue X 

2') I - 3300 Boundary Road X 

12 • 5901 8rOAdwoy X 

5097 Canada Way X 

7337 Edmonds Sircct X 

7!59 Edmonds Street X 

7S02 Edmonds Street X 

3349 Hastings Street X 

105 - 4161 Hastings Street X 

4233 Hastings Streer X 

6504 Hastings Street X 

4388 Imperial Srreet X 

9930 Lougheed Hwy X 

5886 Marine Drive X 

7567 Sixth Street X 

7665 Sixth Street X 

7670 Sixth Street X 

n4 7 Sixth Street X 

?'i07 Sixth Street X 

7892 Sixth Street X 

5012 Smith Avenue X 

1431 Sperling Avenue X 

5952 Sperling Avenue X 

2 -4739 Willingdon A venue X 
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Appendix B - Sections 40 to 43, Fire Servica Bylaw 
!ATi'ACHMENT 1 cont. l 

fJR,E,WQFQi.\ ,AND flR.EClt.\C.KJ;RS 

40. No pn-toD \hall ust. dttoo.ak, u .pk,dt, offn f« \3lt', W:tl. ot possn, fit~·. 

41. E,,i:cq)t :.s pt'O\'ad ill Ibis B)b\w. oo penoo WU: 

(,) u,e, d<1....,, or6"chor11dxewo<b; 

(b) olJcdor saltou,n flt.....ts. 

42. (l) Dsball br unl...-ful fot =.ypenoo tosdl oto&r for s.t1r \\iriln'Ol)-Qtc. 
by mail ooSff or by"""""' lo\,• bau<d lir"'""" <X<q>< (ByS,w No. 
13174) 

(2) 

(J) 

(4) 

(S) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(a) 

(b) 

(<) 

(cl) 

cbu>gob< Pffiodcomonet>CiaJ oo Ill< 2Slb dayof Ocoob<r arul 
mdulg oo ob< l lsl day of Oaob<, tO rnlt )'<ilf: 

I:> 3pffl()Dwhoit 21 katl c-i~(l8) yun of :ag.r, 

witb a \-alid bu5mca l.itt,,u.r ismcd oo or before- W finr c~ 
ftidayiuOctoberof!kctvmJtyeu; (8yla\~No. Ul7•) 
witb a nl.id fi.retvofb tebilcf pmwt 1\Ntd by tht-~ on 
or before Ille 18" doy ol Octd,et of die cumw )'l>r. (Bybw No 
13174) 

Noprna, mi.11 sell orofit (ors.al( aRa:n:u andleota~« 
.. _ .. pll1 of• &omly p,dc, 

Eu,pt:npt01-ided in subs«tioo(>).6.rewol'ks WU UOI btsc:t oft 
ddoa.t1cd or disd:i;qrd ar aoy tkmc C'.XCtpt CG the- 31 11 cby ~ Octobtt. 

ft shall be bwtW tot a per$0U "''ho u at k::lt.t. e1gb.tttn (18) yr~s ol' aae 10 
use-. Sd off ot discb:uge low hazard firc-.,·orb ou priv.itt pcopaty witb the 
coo.wut of the owoer of tb.t property. 

The rite Cbid may it~ :1 r,cnuit to a pcnoo wbo is~ lust tighttca (18) 
~~ o£aae to i~.detomtc- ordischu,e low haurd fi..rC'\vosks fora 
special occuiou :it :1:11y tuuc of' ID(' ~.M olhu than dlt cbk s,«i.&td w. 
subt«t.too (3) oo such tcml5. :and eODd:itioos as the Fite Ctuef may speaf).·. 

No pnwu s~JI ad off or cli.sdurge 6tew«ts ou public p,optrty wilbout :a 
pcnmt from Cht Firt-Chit( 

No pmo1:1. sball po.&Ot ot direct" firtw0rk at ao.y person. ~l mo10r ,1~ buildiq ot iruprovaneot whtre t.ucb 6ttwor-k is in rhe proct-n of 
e-x.ploding or detOUMio_g. Md wbne tbc m~,wk is cap:ablt or ptoJtctmg 
or dud.l~giog a cbr,e or pyrotfd&oical dftct. 

No pcnoo shalJ disc:lm8" a 6.m,,·odl:; witban thitTy (JO) meter, of a gas 
mrioa. or unicc stalton. lumbu yard. ~ 1ank.. or othtt l«3tioo 
w-bcrc fbmm.,.blt ma1Mals art st«cd. 

(9) A loul aU1stw.t t•lder the Fire Stttices Aet or , Pu« Of6cff wbo 
oboen·n ••Y <OOb'>YNlioa of lhcr~ of subs«tioo (l), (2~ ()), 
(4), (6). (7), or(8) w,,yconll,_ lbt 6rewodm. 

(BYLAW#ll987) 
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(o) 

(b) 

(<) 

(d) 

(,) 

(0 

(h) 

6) 

DOC srll fireworb IO~ pmoo lffll th:ao IS yearn of a9ir-: 

ba,"T oot l1XIR' lb:!. 25 ks (SS h ,) of 6rtt,wb oo display. 

IA TTACHMENT 1 cont . f 

only di'f)lay 6rnvorb in, Jl..• t-.e 1"11b :a 1op or~hiud :1 COU\t("f aad 
wbert dlt fitewotb NC' uot f',powd IO 1bc $\IG.d11ec1 hr.at, « atl)' odM't 
SOW'tt o( ipifion; 

noc Pfflwt cuswmm or~ of d.- puNlc to baodlt 1M fimvott,: 
po« 10 ~ uk ofd..oK Gicvo'Olb, 

QOf \t«e UIOll't lbao 100 q (llO lbs)offitt-works oo 1W p-emiw.: 

ucn fwrwoab tb:M are DOC on dispby in a stp:tnre room a\\·3y Uom IIDY 
aod ll wun:-rs otigaiirioQ; 

maiJttam a Ai.ntooul A.BC dr)•tbmlal or preuttte \\'1IU &t" 
a~ or at lost S lbt. .suie in e-aeh of thr r0<>n» .ta wbicb 6.Nworl:1. 
... displartd "' >fond; 

Dot smolc< ..-pmml 111)' Clber J><l"ID IO-• loboCX'O O< uty odl<l 
,ubstaDC< ia ,ay of11io roow m wllid, fimvodts ""dirpl')'Od or 1ohl; 
md 

pod md bop polt<d "'No s~·-SI!"' "' th&r tlwy m d•ady .... w, 
M all pw of Ille ll>Olll> ID ~-hodl Git fimvod<, m displl)'Od Of stored. 
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!ATTACHMENT 1 cont, I 

A!l@chmcnt 5 

City Sale Possession Pennit Available 

Burnaby No Yes Yes 

Coquitlam No Yes (with permit from 
Yes Fire Derr\ 

DcllJI No Yes (with permit from 
Yes Fire De11l 

Langley (City) No Yes (with permit from 
Yes Fire Oc,t l 

New Westminster No Yes (between Oct 28 
Yes and 31\ 

North Van (City) No Yes(with Permit from 
Yes Fire Chief) --

North Van (District) Yes (with permit) Yes (with permit) Yes 

Port Coquitlam No Y cs (with permit) Yes 

Port Moody No Yes (with permit 
Yes between Oct 24 and 31) 

Yes (permit only 
Richmond No ,wailable- to lict:Med Yes 

fireworks su=rvisors) 
West Vancouver Yes (with permit) Yes (with permit) Yes 

Surrey No Yes (with permit) Yes 

Vancouver Yes Yes (between Oct 25 
Yes and JI 




