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DATE: 2020 March 20 

SUBJECT: ELECTRONIC PARTICIPATION IN COUNCIL, COMMITTEE, 
COMMISSION AND BOARD MEETINGS 

PURPOSE: To amend the Burnaby Procedure Bylaw 2004 to allow electronic 
participation in regular Council meetings or board, committee or 
commission meetings in the event of a Federal, Provincial or local State 
of Emergency, Provincial Health Emergency, or pandemic declaration by 
the World Health Organization. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. THAT the 2020 March 23 Regular Council meeting and 2020 March 24 Public
Hearing be cancelled.

2. THAT all regularly scheduled Committee, Commission and Board meetings be
cancelled up to and including 2020 April 30.

3. THAT Council approve the electronic participation in regular Council,
Committee, Commission and Board meetings in the event of a Federal,
Provincial or local State of Emergency, Provincial Health Emergency, and/or a
pandemic declaration by the World Health Organization.

4. THAT Council authorize the City Solicitor to bring forward a bylaw to amend the
Burnaby Procedure Bylaw 2004, as outlined in the report.

REPORT 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

On 2020 March 18, the B.C. government declared a State of Emergency in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. To stop or slow down the spread of this highly contagious 
disease, Public Health officials recommend social distancing and self-isolation at 
home. To protect the health and safety of the public, staff, and members of Council, 
electronic participation in meetings is a necessary step to decrease contact and the 
potential spread of COVID-19. To continue to provide essential services during the 








