APPENDIX 1 TO ATTACHMENT 4

PETITION TO BURNABY CITY COUNCIL
July 13, 2023

We, residents on the block of Macdonald Ave, Forest Street and Kincaid Street, Burnaby, hereby petition
against the proposed plan to convert the residential area between Macdonald Ave and Forest Street,
and Kincaid Street to a future park and public place in the proposed Cascade Heights Urban Village
Community Plan. The aforementioned area should remain as a residential area.

While we appreciate the value of public spaces and parks, it is crucial to strike a balance between their
development and the preservation of residential areas. Our community already enjoys access to nearby
parks and recreational facilities that cater to the needs of residents. The current proposal to designate
residential areas as future park and public spaces would lead to several negative consequences,
specifically including:

1. Mental Health Detriment to Residents: Our senior-dominated neighborhood is facing
unnecessary anxiety and stress due to the community plan, which takes advantage of them
during this stage of their lives. The proposed plan makes elderly resjdents feel they are excluded
and targeted.

2. Home Owners Feel Trapped: This proposed community plan negatively affects all residents as it
gradually leads to isolation for remaining properties, as the City converts them into parks and
public spaces. Based on the local housing market, residents will face serious challenges in finding
suitable and equivalent housing options nearby. As long-term residents with children attending
schools and elderly parents in need of proximity to the medical services, we don’t want to be
displaced; it is just as important that we also don’t want to get trapped. The plan will put
homeowners of all ages in a dilemma, we are unable to stay without isolation or move nearby if
we sell our properties.

3. Limited Options and Diminished Negotiation Power for Homeowners: The proposed community
plan significantly limits the options for our houses by deterring buyers on the open market,
greatly curtailing the options available to homeowners for their own properties. In practical
terms, when one party loses significant negotiation power, they are more susceptible to being
taken advantage of in any negotiation processes.

4. Reduce Feasibility of the Plan: At least 90% of the residents in this block expressed strong
objections to the park and public space designation in the proposed community plan. The plan
will be met with continued resistance as this plan doesn’t have the best interests of the
community at heart.

5. Imbalanced Park /Public Spaces Allocation: Converting the block on Macdonald/Forest/Kincaid
and the Avondale block into park and public use would provide minimal benefits, as Discovery
Park and Avondale Park already exist as large park spaces. The addition would primarily improve
the views for a few surrounding houses. In contrast, the west and south sides of Cascade Heights
have historically lacked adequate park and public spaces, with sparse tree canopies on sidewalks,
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and this situation would persist. In addition, converting a residential block into park or public
space is counterproductive in resolving the housing crisis issue.

6. Poor Suitability & High Cost: Designating people’s homes as future parks and public space is both
unnecessary and costly. We have the Kodak building and other old vacant offices along Gilmore
Ave. We have an open-air parking lot South of the Burnaby Ismaili Centre and a vacant plot of
land North of Avondale for the City to consider. In addition, there are also many examples where
municipalities introduce requirements for developers to integrate park and public spaces into
each new development to offset increased density.

We, the undersigned residents and concerned community members, respectfully request that you
reconsider the proposed plan and advocate for the preservation of the residential area. We believe that
investing in the enhancement of existing parks and exploring alternative locations for new parks would
be a more balanced approach that meets the needs of the community without sacrificing valuable
residential spaces.

Local residents and concerned community members:

Name (print Ie»g'i-Bl»y-)w = ~ Address
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Petitions received by the City of Burnaby are deemed to be public records. Your name and address on
this petition is subject to public disclosure.
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