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Re: Legislative Reform Initiative Update
Dear Local Government Colleagues:

On September 21, 2023, the Regional District of Nanaimo (RDN), Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District,
Fraser Valley Regional District (City of Chilliwack), and Don Lidstone, K.C., hosted an interactive,
discussion-based panel session (Legislative Reform Initiative) focused on reform of the Local
Government Act (LGA) at the UBCM Annual Convention in Vancouver. While the lack of powers for
regional districts in the Act was a major spark for this initiative, the session was intended for both
municipal and regional district officials because many aspects of municipal operations are contained in
the LGA and municipal issues with the Act have been the subject of numerous UBCM resolutions over
the years. Similar workshops have been held previously at the Association of Vancouver Island and
Coastal Communities’ Annual Conventions in 2022 and 2023. Approximately 80-85 people attended the
September 2023 UBCM session, indicating a broad interest in this evolving topic.

Concerns about the dated Local Government Act have been widespread for some time among local
governments. Although the Ministry of Municipal Affairs has made significant incremental changes in
the legislation over time, without a comprehensive modernization of the LGA regional districts are left
without sufficient tools or authority to meet expanding responsibilities or to legislate in key areas in
comparison with municipalities. Moreover, the evolving social, political, and economic environments
that both municipalities and regional districts operate within, such as climate change, environmental
stewardship, and a recognition of the importance of First Nations’ participation in regional governance,
should be reflected in updated and modernized legislation. A key component of our discussions is that
any additional powers or tools granted to local government are opt-in so that local governments can
choose to implement tools based on what is best for their area.

The goals of the September 2023 UBCM interactive panel session were:

e to provide context and background about the Legislative Reform Initiative
e to discuss whether to proceed with the Legislative Reform Initiative
e to discuss options for the best path forward to steer the process

Prior to the session, the Ministry of Municipal Affairs provided some background information and several
guestions to consider during the group’s discussion. This material was useful and very much appreciated.

The RDN committed to sending UBCM members a “What We Heard” document summarizing discussion
at the session and next steps. We are attaching that document to this letter for your information, as
well as the material provided by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs that was considered as part of the
September 2023 panel discussion at UBCM. In addition, we are attaching the slide deck presented at the
UBCM session.
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We encourage other local governments to participate in this important initiative. As indicated in the
“What We Heard” document, the RDN is currently following up with UBCM on the possibility of
requesting that the UBCM Executive form a working group on this topic. Having letters of support from
local governments across the province would be helpful in demonstrating interest. Should you wish to
send a letter of support, have any questions, or wish to share examples of legislative challenges
stemming from the Local Government Act, please contact RDN Chief Administrative Officer Douglas
Holmes at dholmes@rdn.bc.ca.

Sincerely,

frwre

Vanessa Craig
Chair, Regional District of Nanaimo
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