
Core Principles 

City Similarity Reciprocity Community 
Driven 

Strategic 
Benefit 

Exclusivity & 
Proximity 

Other 

Changshu, 
Jiangsu 

• Population-
1,677,050 

• Close to Yangtze 
River and mountain

• Known for ecological
resorts 

• Located in economic 
circle of Shanghai 
and integrated 
transportation 
system – highways, 
rails, overpass and 
port 

• Manufacturing and 
emerging industries 

• Testing green 
intelligent 
vehicles, new 
energy options 

• Recognized as the
international 
award for livable 
communities 

• No active 
relationships

• Booming sports 
industry 

• 16 hotels and 
malls 

• No other 
Canadian 
Cities have a
relationship. 

• Has 
relationship 
with Ayabe, 
Japan; 
Essaouira, 
Morocco; 
Townsville, 
Australia and 
Whittier, USA

• *Burnaby has 
relationship 
with Cities in 
P.R. China 

• Environment 
• Economic – 

new 
technologies 
and process 

Dongcheng 
District 

• Population – 708,829
• Lakes in parks 

• Steady economic 
development 

• Central for 
government 
affairs 

• No active 
relationship 

• Cultural hub • No other 
Canada Cities 
have a 
relationship 

• Burnaby has 
relationship 
with other cities
in P.R. China 

• Environment 
• Economic- 

tourism 
opportunities 

Dongli District • Population 767,000
• 11 sub-disticts 

• 95 community 
service centers 

• No active 
relationship 

• High-tech zone
• Economic 

development 
zone 

• No other 
Canadian cities 
has a 
relationship 

• Cities have 
relationship 
with Tinajin not 
districts 

• *Burnaby has 
relationship 
with Cities in 
P.R. China 
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Guiyang City • Population 5,987,018 
• Capital of Guizhou  
• 10 districts  
• Located by Nanming 

River  

• Surrounded by 
mountains and 
forest  

• Action Plan for 
Elderly Care and 
creating services  

• Government 
administration 
maintains contact 

•  

• Known for 
aluminum 
production, 
phosphate 
mining and 
optical 
instrument 
manufacturing  

• Big data hub  

• No other 
Canadian cities 
have a 
relationship 

• As of 2023, has 
established 27 
friendly 
relations  

• *Burnaby has 
relationship 
with Cities in 
P.R. China  
 

• Education – 
youth 
exchange 
programs  

• Environment 
– 
contaminated 
soil 
restoration  

Kunming, 
Yunnan 

• Population 8,460,088 
• Capital and largest 

city of province of 
Yunnan 

• Surrounded by 
mountains and 
situated in a 
fertile lake basin 

 • Known for 
scientific 
research and 
education 

• Diverse 
community  

• Vital 
transportation 
hub for 
southwest 
China  

• No other 
Canadian city 
have 
relationship  

• Have 26 
friendly 
relations 
(mainly large 
cities)  

• *Burnaby has 
relationship 
with Cities in 
P.R. China 
 

 

Lin-an City • Population 542,200 
 

• Mountain area • Focusing on 
culture, sports 
and hygiene for its 
rural population  

• Agricultural 
industry  

• Bamboo leading 
industry  

• No other 
Canadian city 
have 
relationship  

• *Burnaby has 
relationship 
with Cities in 
P.R. China 
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Yubei District • Population- 
2,191,493 

 

• Goal of building 
a modern 
industrial 
system including 
automotive and 
electronics. 

  • No other 
Canadian city 
have 
relationship  

• *Burnaby has 
relationship 
with Cities in 
P.R. China 

 

El Zapotal • Population- 170 
people  

 

     

Hwaseong • Population – over 1M 
• Home to Hwaseong 

Fortress  

• Large area of 
farmland for a 
City in Gyeoggi 
Province  

• Committed to a 
livable, work 
friendly and 
enjoyable city.  

• Increased 
benefits to 
families – health 
screening, new 
parents and 
counselling 
support  

• Increasing 
daycares  
 

• Growing city 
with demand for 
infrastructure 
and transit 

• No other 
Canadian city 
have 
relationship 

• In 2001, 
population was 
210,000 and in 
2024 surpassed 
population over 
1M. Focusing 
on growth 
related 
projects.   

 

• Economy – 
attracting 
global 
investment  

Kushiro • Population 157,288 
• Note: population has 

been decreasing 
since 2012 

• 2 national parks 
and 5 lakes  

• Largest 
marchland – to 
rare wild birds 

• First sister city  

  • No other 
Canadian city 
have 
relationship. 

• Has 
relationship 
with 
Petropavlovsk-
Kamchatsky, 
Russia and 
Kholmsk, 
Russia 
 
 

• Environment  
•  
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Zhongshan • Population- 
4,418,060 
 

• Located directly 
opposite from 
Shenzhen and 
Hong Kong 
(economic 
cities) 

• One of the most 
diverse cities in 
China  

• Exploring to 
expand sports 
tourism  

• Sea salt 
producer 
 

• Markham has a 
sister city 
relationship  

• It has a total of 
15 friendship 
agreements 
and 5 sister 
cities  

• *Burnaby has 
relationship 
with Cities in 
P.R. China 

 

Loughborough • Population – 64,884 • Historic tie to 
Robert Burnaby  

  • No other 
Canadian city 
have 
relationship. 

• Friendship was 
due to Robert 
Burnaby  

 

Dalian, Jinzhou 
District  

• Population – 
1,545,491 

• One of seven 
districts in Dalian  
 

   • No other 
Canadian city 
have 
relationship. 

• *Burnaby has 
relationship 
with Cities in 
P.R. China 

 

 

Gatineau N/A        
 


