
ATTACHMENT 1  

Positions on Single Egress Stairway Buildings: 

Fire Service Associations 

●   British Columbia Professional Fire Fighters’ Association (BCPFFA), Position on 
Single Stair Egress in Single Family Homes That Exceed Current Code 
Requirements. May 15, 2024. 

●   Fire Chiefs’ Association of BC (FCABC), Board of Directors Position Statement on 
Single Means of Egress, May 15, 2024 

●   Greater Vancouver Fire Chiefs’ Association (GVFCA) Position Statement, August 
6, 2024 

 ●   Canadian Association of Fire Chiefs (CAFC), Statement Letter to BC Housing 
Minister,  August 7, 2024 

 ●   Ontario Association of Fire Chiefs, OAFC Position on Single Exits in Buildings 
up to Six Stories or that Exceed Current Code Requirements, January 8, 2024 

 ●   Ontario Professional Fire Fighters Association, OPFFA Position Memo on 
Single Means of Egress, January 29, 2024 

 ●   International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) Board of Directors Position 
Statement: Reducing Stairs in Residential Buildings Higher Than Three Stories 
Creates Escape Hazards for Occupants and Inhibits Vital Emergency Response 
Operations, March 15, 2024 

 ●   International Association of Fire Fighters (IAFF) and Metro Fire Chiefs 
Association, Joint Statement on Single Stairways in Multifamily Buildings (2024) 

 ●   National Association of State Fire Marshal's Position on Single Exit Stairways in 
Multi-family Structures 

National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), Single Stair, Many Questions, August 6, 
2024 
 

Police Service Associations 
 

●   British Columbia Association of Chiefs of Police (BCACP), Supporting Letter & 
Statement, July 31, 2024 

●   British Columbia  Police Association (BCPA), Supporting Letter & Statement, 
August 2, 2024 

 ●   National Police Federation (NPF), Supporting Letter to National Research 
Council, November, 1, 2025 
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OTHER ARTICLES AND REPORTS 

              ●   National Research Council Consultation on single egress in residential 
buildings.  March 20, 2025 

●   Evaluating Stakeholder Concerns About Proposed Single Egress Stairs 
Residential Buildings in Canada, and What the Data Tells Us, Len Garis, 
University of Fraser Valley, July 2024 

●   Fire Chiefs Association of BC first vice president Jason Cairney joins the show to 
share his concerns about building codes which allow single-egress stairway 
concepts. I-Heart, September 11, 2024 

●   Fire chiefs oppose code change allowing fewer stairwells, Victoria Times Colonist, 
September 9, 2024 

●   National Research Council of Canada, September 4, 2024 

●   B.C. firefighters raise concerns over new stairway building code, CTV News 
Vancouver, (Surrey D/C Cairnery and BCPFFA President Schierling). September 3, 
2024 

●   Does SES in residential buildings pose a fire risk?, CKNW 980,  Jas Johal Show, 
Guest Len Garis, September 3, 2024 

○   See Transcript 

●   Single Exits cuts the number of escape routes during a fire, City News 1130, 
BCPFFA President Schierling, September 3, 2024 

●   Firefighters raise concerns about B.C.’s new single-stairwell apartment rules, 
Global News, Sept 2, 2024 

●   B.C. no longer requires 2 exit stairwells in 6-storey buildings, CBC NEWS, Housing 
Minister,  August 29, 2024 

●   B.C changes building code to allow single stairwells in smaller buildings, Global Jas 
Johal Show, August 30, 2024 

●   B.C. fire chiefs worry about 1-stairwell building code changes, CBC News, August 
31, 2024 
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